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1
OVERMOLDED STANDOFF AND METHOD
FOR ABRASION ROUTING PROTECTION OF
A HOSE

CROSS-REFERENCE TO RELATED
APPLICATIONS

The present invention is related to U.S. patent application
Ser. No. 11/487,913 filed Jul. 17, 2006, entitled “Hose and
Tubing Assemblies and Mounting Systems and Methods,”
which is hereby incorporated herein by reference.

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

1. Field of the Invention

This invention relates generally to flexible hoses and rout-
ing of such hoses. More particularly, the present invention
relates to overmolded standotfs employed for abrasion rout-
ing protection of a hose or tube assembly and methods for
providing such standoffs and routing protection.

2. Description of the Prior Art

Typically one of several different methods or designs for
securing hose and/or tube assemblies to equipment will be
employed. Typically, such designs are required to provide an
ability to position and maintain the hose assembly relative to
other components and protect the hose component of the
assembly from mechanical damage. Currently a hydraulic
hose assembly, or the like is protected from damage caused by
close routing of the hose to other system components by using
specially compounded rubber covers such as carboxylated
nitrile, coatings such as high molecular weight polyethylene,
additional plastic corrugated sleeves and/or mechanisms such
as crimped-on metal clamp collars used to fasten the hose out
of harms way. A fabric covering, such as a Cordura® cover-
ing, or the like, might be used to provide a minimal level of
protection. However, such a covering is primarily intended to
prevent a spray of escaping oil from a high pressure hose
assembly from atomizing and potentially presenting an
explosion or fire hazard. Other current solutions for providing
hose abrasion protection may employ rub-rings or similar
supports, which may be molded onto the hose, such as dis-
closed in Haytock, et al., U.S. Pat. No. 3,272,235; Brunelle, et
al., U.S. Pat. No. 3,920,786; and McKinney, et al., U.S. Pat.
No. 6,830,075.

These prior approaches typically fail to provide the desired
degree of protection, particularly in an environment that pre-
sents sharp flange edges, such as seen in the accompanying
Figures or a corner, such as a corner of a frame member or the
like. Sharp edges quickly wear through resistance based pro-
tection such as the aforementioned covers or coatings, while
rub rings or the like are intended to rest on more or less planer
surfaces.

SUMMARY

The present invention is directed to systems and methods
which provide abrasion routing protection of a hose or tube
assembly through the use of an overmolded, or otherwise
secured, standoff, which relocates wear points typically asso-
ciated with hose or tube routing. Various embodiments of the
present invention incorporate a standoff molded to a hose or
tube, or otherwise secured to the hose or tube, to protect a
hose body or tube from damage that can occur through con-
tact with other components of a vehicle or machine on which
the hose or tube assembly is deployed. The shape of the
standoff may vary with the application. However, exemplar
embodiments have a circular shape, which alleviates any need
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to orient the standoff, or the hose to which it molded, with
respect to machine structures which could potentially abrade
a hose. However, it is contemplated that different shapes or
coverage could be used to address specific applications.

At least one embodiment of a hose standoff of the present
invention includes a sleeve molded onto a hose. At least a
portion of the sleeve may be bonded, fused, mechanically
locked or joined, with an outside cover of the hose. This
bonding, fusing, mechanical locking, or joining, generally
referred to herein as “bonding,” may be provided through
flow of melted low viscosity thermoplastic material into inti-
mate contact with the hose during processing and through
contraction of the sleeve overmold onto the hose or tube
surface. In accordance with the present invention overmold
materials can be chosen for wear resistance and may contain
modifying materials such as glass and molybdenum disulfide.
A standoff flange preferably extends from the sleeve. The
flange is adapted to contact a surface which the hose is dis-
posed adjacentto, spacing the hose away from the surface and
any nearby edges. Such edges may be associated with the
surface. For example, an edge may be a lip extending gener-
ally perpendicular from the surface, toward the hose or an
edge may be a corner defined by a frame member or the like
that defines the surface.

In order to ensure that the standoff flange contacts the
surface, regardless of radial orientation of the hose, the flange
may extend circumferentially from the sleeve. Also, the
sleeve may extend from the flange, along the hose in one, or
both, directions. This may facilitate the sleeve protecting the
hose from abrasion by an edge extending perpendicular from
the surface toward the hose.

Thus, in accordance with the present invention a method
for preventing abrasion of a hose might include disposing the
hose such that the standoff flange contacts the surface, spac-
ing the hose from the surface and any edges proximate to the
surface, thereby reducing the chance of abrasion of the hose
by the edges and the surface. In particular, the hose may be
protected from abrasion by an edge extending perpendicular
from the surface toward the hose by a portion of the sleeve that
extends from the flange along the hose.

Embodiments of the present invention may employ a metal
collar, which may be a crimped on the outside diameter of the
hose and overmolded in accordance with the present inven-
tion. The collar may serve as a locating device and aid during
the molding process. In particular, the metal collar may serve
to keep the hose from collapsing during the molding process.
Preferably, the sleeve extends beyond at least one end of the
collar into contact with a cover of the hose. The portion of the
sleeve that extends into contact with the cover of the hose may
be at least partially bonded or mechanically joined as
described above with the cover during overmolding.

In accordance with the present invention, a fabric covering
may be disposed over the hose and the aforementioned collar
may be crimped over the fabric covering. Preferably, a portion
of'the sleeve overmolds not only the collar, extending beyond
the end of the collar, but also contacts at least a portion of the
fabric covering, bonding with the fabric covering and/or the
exterior of the underlying hose.

Advantageously, the present invention can be used to
remove vital hose components transporting pressurized fluids
from contact with sharp edges. A further advantage afforded
by the present invention is that even if contact between a hose
assembly and other machine components cannot be pre-
vented, the wear point can be dictated by placement of a
standoff in accordance with the present invention such that
the wear point has more desirable characteristics. For
example, the standoff may be placed so as to contact a greater
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surface area for reduced loading as compared to a sharp
surface such as a flange lip or frame corner. Another advan-
tage of the present invention is that the protection may be
selectively applied by a designer for use only where protec-
tion is needed. By virtue of being molded onto the hose or
tube, embodiments of the present standoff maintain their
protective position relative to the hose or tube. Therefore,
when machine operation moves the hose or tube away from a
wear surface, the standoff maintains its position on the hose or
tube. Thus, when subsequent machine operation moves the
hose or tube back into the proximity of the wear surface, the
standoff is still in position to prevent abrasion or other dam-
age to the hose or tube.

The foregoing has outlined rather broadly the features and
technical advantages of the present invention in order that the
detailed description of the invention that follows may be
better understood. Additional features and advantages of the
invention will be described hereinafter which form the sub-
ject of the claims of the invention. It should be appreciated by
those skilled in the art that the conception and specific
embodiment disclosed may be readily utilized as a basis for
modifying or designing other structures for carrying out the
same purposes of the present invention. It should also be
realized by those skilled in the art that such equivalent con-
structions do not depart from the spirit and scope of the
invention as set forth in the appended claims. The novel
features which are believed to be characteristic of the inven-
tion, both as to its organization and method of operation,
together with further objects and advantages will be better
understood from the following description when considered
in connection with the accompanying figures. It is to be
expressly understood, however, that each of the figures is
provided for the purpose of illustration and description only
and is not intended as a definition of the limits of the present
invention.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

The accompanying drawings, which are incorporated in
and form part of the specification in which like numerals
designate like parts, illustrate embodiments of the present
invention and together with the description, serve to explain
the principles of the invention. In the drawings:

FIG. 1 is a generally planar side view of an embodiment of
the present invention;

FIG. 2 is a partially fragmented side view of the embodi-
ment of FIG. 1;

FIG. 3 is a partially fragmented environmental perspective
view of routing of a hose adjacent to a flange edge employing
an embodiment of the present invention; and

FIG. 4 is a partially fragmented environmental side view of
routing of a hose adjacent to a flange edge employing an
embodiment of the present invention.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

Turning to the Figures, hose standoff embodiment 100 is
illustrated as having sleeve 102 molded onto hose 105 and
standoff flange 103 extending from sleeve 102. However, in
accordance with the present invention, sleeve 102 may be
secured to the hose in other manners such as through use of a
clamping mechanism, or the like. Also, hose 105 may be
replaced with plastic or metal tubing but, the present descrip-
tion will discuss the use of the present invention with respect
to hose assemblies.

Preferably at least a portion of sleeve 102 bonds or other-
wise mechanically joins with a cover of hose 105. This bond-
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ing may occur as a result of flow of melted low viscosity
thermoplastic material into intimate contact with the hose
during processing and resulting contraction of sleeve over-
mold 102 upon setting. Preferably, standoff flange 103
extends circumferentially from sleeve 102 and portion 107 of
sleeve 102 extends from flange 103, along hose 105, in at least
one direction. In accordance with various embodiments of the
present invention sleeve 102 and flange 103 work together to
protect hose 105 from abrasion.

In environmental FIGS. 3 and 4, flange 103 is shown con-
tacting surface 301, spacing hose 105 away from surface 301
and edge lip 303 extending perpendicularly therefrom. Hose
105 may be disposed such that standoff flange 103 contacts
surface 301, spacing hose 105 from surface 301 and any edges
proximate to surface 301 thereby reducing abrasion of hose
105 by any nearby edges, such as lip 303, and/or surface 301
itself. Edges may be associated with a surface, such as lip 303
extending perpendicularly from surface 301, may be a corner
defined by a member that defines such a surface, or other
edges not associated with the surface that standoft flange 103
contacts. Portion 107 of sleeve 102 extending from flange 103
protects hose 105 from abrasion by edge 303 in environmen-
tal FIGS. 3 and 4.

Thus, sleeve 102 secures standoff flange 103 to hose 105 as
well as protects hose 105 from abrasion by a edge that might
extend from, or be defined by, a surface on which standoff
flange 103 bears. Further, by being defined circumferentially
around sleeve 102, it is ensured that standoff flange 103
spaces hose 105 apart from the surface flange 105 contacts
regardless of radial orientation of hose 105. Flange 103 oper-
ates to relocate a wear point for hose 105. Normally hose 105
would wear at the point it crosses edge 303, or without flange
103 sleeve portion 107 would wear on edge 303. However, the
standoff function provided by flange 103 moves the wear
point to the flange and reduces the chance of wear on portion
107 of sleeve 102, while portion 107 protects hose 105 from
damage by edge 303.

As best seen in fragmentary FIG. 2, collar 110 may be
disposed about hose 105 in certain embodiments and may be
crimped into place on hose 105. When used, collar 110 may
be made of metal and preferably at least partially overmolded
by sleeve 102. Thereby, sleeve 102 may extend beyond at
least one end of collar 110 to contact and bond or otherwise
mechanically join with the cover of hose 105. Advanta-
geously, collar 110 may also aid in preventing collapse of
hose 105 when sleeve 102 and flange are molded onto hose
105.

As also shownin FIGS. 1 and 2, fabric covering 115 may be
disposed over the hose. If a collar is employed, it may be
crimped over fabric covering 115, as collar 110 is shown
crimped over cover 115 in FIG. 2. In certain embodiments, a
portion of sleeve 102 overmolds collar 110 to extend beyond
the end of the collar, such as distal end 117 of sleeve portion
107 is shown extending over end 120 of collar 110 in FIG. 2.
Also, this overmolded portion preferably contacts at least a
portion of fabric covering 115 and bonds or otherwise
mechanically locks with fabric covering 115 and/or the exte-
rior of underlying hose 105. However, in other embodiments
of'the present invention sleeve 102 might not extend over end
120 of collar 110. For example, sleeve 102 may bond to the
collar itself. Such embodiments are particularly well suited
for use in embodiments which replace hose 105 with tubing.

For embodiments employing a collar, collar 110 may serve
as a locating device during the molding process. It is desirable
that the hose/collar assembly be position in an overmold
injection cavity correctly and that the resulting overmolded
sleeve and flange be axially positioned on the hose assembly
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correctly. In accordance with various embodiments of the
present invention, the overmolded sleeve extends (117) past
collar end 120 on each end. In such embodiments it may be
desirable to center or maintain the collar relative to the over-
molded sleeve. This preferably prevents the thickness of the
plastic overmolding edge 117 of collar 102 from being too
thin, thereby avoiding cracking of sleeve 102 during thermal
cycling of the assembly and/or due to the differences in ther-
mal coefficient of expansion of a metal collar and the ther-
moplastic overmolded sleeve.

Although the present invention and its advantages have
been described in detail, it should be understood that various
changes, substitutions and alterations can be made herein
without departing from the spirit and scope of the invention as
defined by the appended claims. Moreover, the scope of the
present application is not intended to be limited to the par-
ticular embodiments of the process, machine, manufacture,
composition of matter, means, methods and steps described in
the specification. As one of ordinary skill in the art will
readily appreciate from the disclosure of the present inven-
tion, processes, machines, manufacture, compositions of
matter, means, methods, or steps, presently existing or later to
be developed that perform substantially the same function or
achieve substantially the same result as the corresponding
embodiments described herein may be utilized according to
the present invention. Accordingly, the appended claims are
intended to include within their scope such processes,
machines, manufacture, compositions of matter, means,
methods, or steps.

What is claimed is:

1. A hose assembly comprising a hose with an integral hose
standoff comprising:

asleeve portion molded onto the hose at a distance from the
ends of the hose and from any end fitting present on the
hose;

a collar disposed about said hose, said sleeve portion over-
molds said collar and extends beyond at least one end of
said collar, contacting said hose;

a standoff flange portion extending circumferentially from
said sleeve portion, said flange portion adapted to con-
tact a surface to which said hose is disposed adjacent,
spacing said hose away from the surface and edges
proximate said surface,

whereby said sleeve portion protects said hose from abra-
sion or cutting by the surface or the edge.

2. The hose assembly of claim 1, wherein said sleeve por-
tion extends from said flange portion, along said hose, in both
directions.

3. The hose assembly of claim 2 wherein said sleeve por-
tion extends from said flange farther along said hose in one
direction than the other.

4. The hose assembly of claim 1, wherein said sleeve por-
tion extends from said flange portion, along said hose, in at
least one direction.

5. The hose assembly of claim 1, wherein said sleeve por-
tion extends beyond both ends of said collar, contacting said
hose.
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6. The hose assembly of claim 5, wherein said portion of
said sleeve portion that contacts said hose at least partially
bonds with an exterior of said hose.
7. The hose assembly of claim 5, wherein said collar pre-
vents collapse of said hose when said sleeve portion and
flange portion are molded onto said hose.
8. The hose assembly of claim 1, wherein said collar is
made of metal.
9. The hose assembly of claim 8 wherein said collar is
crimped onto said hose.
10. The hose assembly of claim 9, further comprising a
fabric covering disposed over said hose, said collar crimped
over said fabric covering and said sleeve portion overmolding
said collar and at least a portion of said fabric covering.
11. The hose assembly of claim 10, wherein said sleeve
portion extends beyond at least one end of said collar to
contact said fabric covering.
12. The hose assembly of claim 11, wherein said portion of
said sleeve portion that extends to said covering at least par-
tially bonds with said covering.
13. The hose assembly of claim 1 wherein said flange is a
circular flange of greater diameter than said sleeve.
14. A method comprising:
crimping a collar onto a hose at a distance from the ends of
the hose and from any end fitting present on the hose;

overmolding a sleeve onto said hose at a distance from the
ends of the hose and from any end fitting present on the
hose, said sleeve defining a standoff flange extending
circumferentially from said sleeve, wherein said over-
molding comprises overmolding said collar and extend-
ing said sleeve beyond at least one end of said collar to
contact said hose;

said standoff flange adapted to contact a surface, spacing

said hose from said surface and edges proximate to said
surface thereby protecting said hose from abrasion or
cutting by said edges or said surface.

15. The method of claim 14, wherein said sleeve portion
extends from said flange along the hose in both directions,
and farther along said hose in one direction than the other.

16. The method of claim 14, further comprising:

extending said sleeve from said flange, along said hose, in

at least one direction.

17. The method of claim 14, further comprising:

extending said sleeve from said flange, along said hose, in

both directions.

18. The method of claim 17, further comprising extending
said sleeve beyond both ends of said collar to contact said
hose.

19. The method of claim 14, further comprising:

extending said sleeve beyond at least one end of said collar

to a cover of said hose; and

at least partially bonding said sleeve with said cover.

20. The method of claim 19 wherein said cover is fabric.

21. The method of claim 14, further comprising:

preventing collapse of said hose with said collar when said

sleeve and flange are overmolded onto said hose.

22. The method of claim 14 further comprising:

locating said hose in an injection mold using said collar.
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